
President Donald Trump has a long history of disrespecting 
women, immigrants, people of color, people with low incomes, 
LGBTQ people, and more. President Trump holds the most  
powerful office in the country, and he’s filled his administration 
with officials who want to restrict health care access, reproduc-
tive rights, and our freedoms.

“Under my administration, we will always defend the very 
first right in the Declaration of Independence, and that is the 
right to life.” Donald Trump, President of the United States  
on USA Today

The White House (Executive Branch of the Federal 
Government)

The president of the United States leads the government’s execu-
tive branch, which enforces laws and appoints agency leaders.  
In addition to the president, the executive branch includes the 
vice president, cabinet, and White House staff.

Background on Donald Trump

Dismantling Title X and “Gagging” Doctors

Donald Trump and his administration issued a “gag rule” that 
bans doctors in Title X — our nation’s only program focused on 
affordable birth control and reproductive health care — from telling 
women how they can safely and legally access abortion. Trump’s 
gag rule would make it impossible for patients in Title X to get 
birth control at Planned Parenthood health centers.

Expanding the Global Gag Rule

As one of his first acts in office, Trump reinstated and strength-
ened the global gag rule, which restricts information about abor-
tion abroad.

Making History Condemning Abortion

Donald Trump is the first sitting president in U.S. history to 
directly address the annual March for Life anti-abortion rally. 

Calling for a Nationwide Abortion Ban

While on the campaign trail, Trump said abortion should be 
outlawed and women who have abortions should be punished. It’s 
clear: The total and near-total bans passed by politicians in some 
states reflect Trump’s view on abortion.

Restricting Health Care

Under Trump, the administration is restricting women’s health 
through the Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS) 
Strategic Plan — which sets federal health policy goals through 
2022, and now defines life as beginning at conception. The 
Trump health care plan set forth in the HHS strategy document 
also focuses on protecting the ability of employers and health 
care providers to deny patients health care services based on  
their personal beliefs.

Fill ing the Ranks with Extremists

While in office, Donald Trump has brought a large cohort of 
anti-reproductive health and anti-sexual health administrative  
officials into his administration.

Targeting Planned Parenthood

Donald Trump is the first U.S. president to release a budget that 
singled out Planned Parenthood for “defunding.” It is just one of 
many ways the Trump-Pence administration has tried to block 
patients who use public health programs from accessing preven-
tive care at Planned Parenthood health centers. No, Trump did 
not “defund” Planned Parenthood — health center doors are still 
open. But he’s still trying.

Promoting Discrimination in Health Care

Trump signed an executive order encouraging health care  
providers to deny patients basic health care based on their  
personal beliefs.
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Packing Courts with Anti-Abortion Judges

Before he was elected, Donald Trump said he would elect “pro-
life” judges to the Supreme Court who would overturn Roe v. 
Wade — the case that recognized the right to access safe, legal 
abortion. No surprise: Trump’s Supreme Court appointees, Neil 
Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh, have long records of opposing 
abortion. Trump also has packed the federal courts across the 
country with judges who have track records of restricting repro-
ductive rights.

Donald Trump’s Stance on Immigration

Trump’s view of and policy on immigration is stark. 
 The Trump-Pence administration has taken many moves to 
control immigration at the U.S.-Mexico border, including detain-
ing pregnant immigrants issuing an executive order that separated 
immigrant families trying to let the government jail immigrant 
children indefinitely (with or without their parents) and working 
to deny asylum for immigrants fleeing persecution, discrimina-
tion, and violence. 

Trump’s opposition to abortion also played out in the immigration 
arena when the Office of Refugee Resettlement tried to block 
young immigrant women from their constitutional right to safe, 
legal abortion. 
 For Donald Trump, the immigration plan seems to be using 
inhumane tactics to pander to certain voters among his base. 
That’s despite the fact that a majority of Americans think immi-
grants strengthen America and support allowing undocumented 
immigrants a chance to become citizens.

Here’s What You Should Know 
about the New Wave of Anti-
Abortion Laws

The measures criminalize abortion in multiple states,  
with doctors in Alabama facing 99 years in prison for  
performing the procedure

By Diane Herbst

Missouri legislators passed a bill last Friday banning abortions 
after eight weeks of pregnancy, with no exceptions for rape or 
incest. This comes on the heels of Alabama, which passed the 
most restrictive law in the country just two days before, that 
essentially bans all abortions — also including those for victims of 
rape or incest. And on May 7, Georgia joined three other states 
that in just the last year banned abortions a fter six weeks of 
pregnancy, the time when a doctor can allegedly detect a fetal 
heartbeat. While these laws are not yet in effect and are cer-
tain to face legal challenges, patients concerned about upcoming 
medical appointments in Alabama, Georgia, and other states are 
confused, with calls into Planned Parenthood’s Atlanta call center 
“skyrocketing,” reports CBS News.
 These calls include women, who have been raped, or are 
victims of incest concerned they can no longer have an abortion. 
“It’s been an influx like we’ve never seen before,” Barbara Ann 
Luttrell, director of communications for Planned Parenthood 
Southeast, told CBS News.
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Abortion rights activists protesting Texas anti-abortion bil ls, Austin, Texas, May 9, 2017. Photo: Ricardo B . Brazziell/Austin American-Statesmen/AP



Why Are so Many Anti-
Abortion Measures Happening 
Now?
The laws’ passage are an effort to spark legal challenges that will 
reach the “ increasingly conservative” Supreme Court in the hopes 
to “undermine or even overturn” Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision 
establishing the right to obtain an abortion, Elizabeth Nash, a 
legal expert at the Guttmacher Institute, which supports abortion 
rights, said in a statement to “PEOPLE.” Anti-abortion lawmakers 
and activists have been clear on this goal. 

“I have prayed my way through this bill,” Republican Alabama 
state Rep. Terri Collins, who sponsored that state’s abortion ban, 
told “The Washington Post.” “This is the way we get where we 
want to get eventually.” 
 The recent tsunami of anti-abortion legislation in Republican-
controlled states are a result of decades of work on the part of 
anti-abortion activists that gained momentum after Donald  
Trump was elected president and his appointment of two conser-
vative judges.

“This is a coordinated attack on women’s health and rights,”   
Dr. Leana Wen, President, Planned Parenthood Action Fund, 
told “PEOPLE” in a statement. “Doctors and public health leaders 
agree: the cost will be women’s lives.” Meanwhile, states with 
Democratic control, including New York and Vermont, have 
passed laws to strengthen abortion rights, with about a dozen 
other states working on similar measures.

How Likely Is it that the 
Supreme Court Will Overturn 
Roe v. Wade?
“Alarmingly, the conservative majority on the Supreme Court just 
this week showed its willingness to overturn longstanding prec-
edent,” Nash, of the Guttmacher Institute, told “PEOPLE.” “With 
four abortion cases already on the Supreme Court’s doorstep, and 
more making their way through lower courts, anyone who still 
thinks Roe v. Wade is not under threat needs to adjust fast.”

Can a Woman Be Punished for Having an Abortion?

On the campaign trail, Trump said “there has to be some form  
of punishment” for women who have abortions.

Alabama and Missouri ’s new laws are clear in forbidding women 
held criminally liable for having an abortion, a Yale legal expert 
told “The Washington Post.” However, in Georgia, which 
now defines “unborn child with a detectable human heartbeat” 
as a living person with rights, that is less clear, University 
of Georgia law professor Ron Carlson told “The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution.”

TRACKING TRUMP

150 
Federal Judges

More than 150 Federal Judges have been  
nominated to lifetime appointments by 
Trump.

4M
Title X Gag Rule

4M could lose access to affordable birth 
control, STD testing, cancer screenings,  
and more.

2.4M
Planned Parenthood

2.4M Planned Parenthood patients could 
lose access to birth control, STD testing, 
cancer screenings, and more.

1 .4M
LGBT Rights

1.4M  Americans don’t identify as the  
gender on their birth certificate and could 
face the loss of civil rights protections.

61%
Refusal Policies

61% of people surveyed don’t believe health 
care workers should be allowed to impose 
their beliefs on others.

420
Immigrant Access to Abortion

420 pregnant minors were in the Office 
of Refugee Resettlemet’s custody when the 
government required approval to access safe, 
legal abortions.

93% 
Sex Education

More than 93% of parents say sex-ed in 
schools is extremely important.

$ 1,500
Abortion Coverage

$ 1,500 is the typocal out-of-pocket cost  
of an abortion.

13M
Medicaid

13M reproductive-age women could lose 
access to health coverage without Medicaid.

135M
Censorship

135M cisits land on HHS websites monthly  
— including censored sites.

Policies Donald Trump controls

Diane Herbst, “Here’s What You Should Know about the New Wave of Anti-Abortion Laws,” “People,” May 20, 2019, people.com/politics/anti-abortion-laws-what-to-know. 
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Trump Is Putting Anti-Choice 
Extremists Back in Power

He’s fill ing his administration, agencies, and the courts with 
activists who peddle junk science and lies about both contra-
ception and abortion.

By Dawn Huckelbridge

Matthew Bowman once wrote that employers who provide con-
traception coverage “kill embryos and bow to the altar of fruitless 
intercourse.” He believes that contraceptives cause abortion and 
enable “promiscuity,” and that the birth-control-coverage man-
date in the Affordable Care Act was part of the government’s 
“anti-fertil ity” regime. He rants about contraception as a part of 
“ liberal faith in the sexual revolution.” He subscribed to a radical 
fundamentalist Christian group that sought “to recover the robust 
Christendomic theocracy of the 3rd, 4th, and 5th centuries.” And 
he is deputy general counsel for our Department of Health and 
Human Services in the Trump administration and an architect 
of Trump’s health-care policy, including the rule last year that 
overturned the ACA’s contraceptive mandate. This is now the 
approach to family planning in our country.

For decades, support for family planning in America was bipar-
tisan. But under the Trump-Pence administration, we’ve seen 
attacks on reproductive rights reach a fever pitch — not just on 
access to abortion care, but also on contraception in all forms. 
Trump owes his election in large part to white evangelical voters, 
and he’s paying them back for their support; as Vice President 
Pence recently noted, he is acting as “the most pro-life president 
in American history.” Trump has not just embraced the anti-
choice movement — he is giving a platform and formidable power 
to its most extreme and fringe leaders who have all forms of 
reproductive rights in their crosshairs. And accordingly, a recent 
poll found Trump’s approval rating among white evangelicals at an 
all-time high of 75 percent.
 The politics of reproductive rights have never been clear-
cut, and they’ve never just been about abortion or about life. In 
fact, Republican activists helped establish Planned Parenthood 
and Republican lawmakers worked to secure its funding; it was 
female Republican leaders who fought to legalize contraception 
and expand access; it was President Nixon who first called for 
a national family-planning program and created Title X. Well-
known Republicans like Katharine Martha Houghton Hepburn; 
Barry Goldwater and his wife, Peggy; John D. Rockefeller Jr.; 
President Eisenhower; even the first President George Bush —
these were birth-control champions and reformers. Even when 
the Republicans first adopted a position on abortion at the 1976 
convention, the party and its delegates were majority pro-choice. 
The abortion issue was mostly used as a political tool, in this case 
to attract more Catholics to the party.

But as the religious right grew its political power in the 1970s and 
’80s, the Republican Party became more dependent on socially, 
not just fiscally, conservative voters. Anti-choice politics became 
fundamental to the party. Meanwhile, the issue of choice became 
a cultural marker, increasingly associated with feminism, social 
liberalism, and the sexual revolution. Abortion was a kind of 
political Rorschach test — a stance on abortion became an indicator 
for a particular worldview and how one felt about gender roles as 
a whole. It was more than just abortion — it was about controlling 
women and their place in the world and maintaining the political 
power of the “pro-life” movement.

“Right now our country is at a 30-year low for unintended 
pregnancy, because of expanded access to birth control and 
sex education. This administration is trying to take all of that 
away.” Erica Sackin, Planned Parenthood

A key part of the strategy to grow that power became the con-
flation of abortion and family planning. Dating back to the ’90s, 
groups such as the Christian Coalition, US Catholic Conference, 
and the National Right to Life Committee began to claim that 
US funding for family-planning services “ freed up money to 
allow abortions to be performed.” Like Trump, George W. Bush 
owed his election to Christian voters — white evangelicals made 
up nearly a quarter of the electorate in 2004 — and he spent his 
years in office bringing religion into many of his administration’s 
programs. In 2005 the Food and Drug Administration delayed 
approval of over-the-counter availability for emergency contra-
ception, with opponents arguing it caused abortion and encour-
aged “teenage promiscuity.” In 2006 the George W. Bush admin-
istration appointed a head of family planning from a Christian 
organization espousing the idea that birth control is “demeaning 
to women, degrading of human sexuality, and adverse to human 
health and happiness.” Whereas Republicans had once been the 
party of family planning, now there was a flawed and dishonest 
narrative that contraception led to more abortions, rather than the 
inverse — and that it led to moral decline and a fundamental shift 
in the social order.
 And that brings us to today. Trump is fill ing his administra-
tion, agencies, and courts with anti-choice activists who peddle 
junk science and lies about both contraception and abortion. 
They claim that certain methods of contraception, particularly 
IUDs and emergency contraception, are actually abortifacients by 
preventing implantation of fertil ized eggs. Even if this were true, 
this would still be preventing pregnancy by its legal and scientific 
definition, but these methods almost always work by preventing 
ovulation or fertil ization. And these officials have increasingly 
blurred the lines between contraception and abortion as a whole, 
extending the war on women to family planning. It was recently 
reported that a constituent who contacted the administration 
about the rollback of the birth-control rule was sent a response 
thanking her “ for taking the time to express your views regarding 
abortion.”

Senior officials across the administration directly conflate contra-
ception and abortion and spread misinformation — and outrageous 
rhetoric. It’s not just Matthew Bowman. Roger Severino, director 
of the Office for Civil Rights at HHS, has referred to “abor-
tion-inducing drugs and devices” in regards to the Supreme Court 
case about contraception coverage. Scott Lloyd, the head of the 
Office of Refugee Resettlement at HHS, has written extensively 
about contraception as abortion — both literally, by his incorrect 
assessment of IUDs, emergency contraception, and contraceptive 
pills’ “kill ing nascent human life,” and also in his belief that “con-
traception leads to a culture dependent on abortion.” Lloyd traces 
contraceptives as the cause of abortion and the cause of “anarchy” 
in our society. “You can’t be pro-life and pro-contraception,” he 
maintains. Cathy Deeds, a former senior adviser in the Office of 
Population Affairs, wrote that emergency contraception is abor-
tion and that the “assumption” that contraception reduces unin-
tended pregnancies and abortions was “ false.” Teresa Manning, 
who served as the head of HHS’s family-planning programs, also 
argued against contraception as a means of reducing abortions 
and said that “ incidents of contraception use and the incidents  
of abortion go hand in hand.” She also referred to “new abortion- 
inducing drugs disguised as contraceptives.”

And still others. Charmaine Yoest, Katy Talento, and Valerie 
Huber, who have all served as top Trump health officials with 
anti-choice résumés, have made similar claims. Talento even said 

D
aw

n 
Hu

ck
elb

rid
ge

, “
Tr

um
p 

Is 
Pu

tti
ng

 A
nt

i-C
ho

ice
 E

xt
re

mi
sts

 B
ac

k 
in 

Po
we

r,”
 “T

he
 N

ati
on

,” 
Ap

ril
 19

, 2
01

8, 
th

en
ati

on
.co

m/
ar

tic
le/

tru
mp

-is
-p

ut
tin

g-a
nt

i-c
ho

ice
-e

xt
re

mi
sts

-b
ac

k-
in-

po
we

r.

Love in a Mist — 2019 TRACKING TRUMP



Trump Is the First President 
to Single Out a Health Care 
Provider in Budget
 
   On the first page of his new budget proposal, Donald Trump 

has both named Planned Parenthood and called for its abso-
lute defunding — among other cuts that disproportionally 
affect low income women.

 
 
By Leila Ettachfini 
 
For the first time in history, the president of the United States 
has singled out an individual health care provider in his fiscal 
budget for 2018: Planned Parenthood. The budget, given the 
title “A New Foundation for American Greatness,” prohibits the 
nonprofit as well as “certain entities that provide abortions” from 
receiving any federal health funding whatsoever under the  
Labor-Health and Human Services budget. 
 
The move comes despite the existence of the Hyde Amendment, 
which already bars the use of federal funds towards abortion 
except to save the life of a woman, or in cases of rape or incest. 
If the budget is passed, the reproductive rights organization will 
be stripped of funding that was previously allocated to cancer 
screenings, Zika virus prevention, HIV/AIDS testing and preven-
tion, and numerous other health services that they provide one in 
five American women. 
 
This morning, the executive vice president of Planned 
Parenthood, Dawn Laguens, released a statement calling the bud-
get “the worst budget for women and women’s health in a gener-
ation.” In addition to the explicit attack on Planned Parenthood, 
the budget threatens women and families in myriad other ways: 
It will make drastic cuts to Medicaid, which currently covers 
half of all births in the US, as well as indirect cuts to Title X, a 
federal program dedicated to providing women with affordable 
birth control. Currently, Planned Parenthood is responsible for 
servicing 41 percent of Title X’s contraceptive patients. If passed, 
the organization would be prohibited from participating in the 
program completely. 
 
Following the release of Trump’s new budget proposal, a number 
of health organizations and providers have publicly condemned 
the proposal, noting that it blatantly targets low income women 
in particular. “The president’s budget indicates the priorities and 
values of his administration,” said Dr. Diane Horvath-Cosper, 
Advocacy Fellow at Physicians for Reproductive Health. “My 
patients and their families will lose basic support services so that 
the wealthy can get tax breaks, and that is a shameful priority.” 
 
NARAL, a nonprofit pro-choice organization, released the fol-
lowing statement: “By gutting the programs that help the most 
vulnerable women and families, this so-called pro-life administra-
tion would make life unbearable for those most in need... Bottom 
line: We’ve never seen a budget so detrimental to women’s lives.” 
 
Apart from women’s health care, the proposed budget includes 
severe cuts to food stamps, student loans, and an astounding 
$72 billion in cuts to disability benefits. The money saved from 
these cuts will instead be allocated to military defense, Veterans 
Affairs, and the National Nuclear Security Administration. 
 

that birth control causes “miscarriages of already-conceived chil-
dren” and will “ruin your uterus for baby-hosting.” Trump’s judi-
cial nominees include Matthew Kacsmaryk, who blogged about 
opposition to emergency contraception as objecting to “govern-
ment’s mandate to kill, cut, or medicate another human being,” or 
Wendy Vitter, who supported a fringe figure’s claims that the 
“pill kills” and abortion causes breast cancer.

Under the Trump administration, vital — formerly bipartisan — fam-
ily-planning programs are being gutted and cut. The birth-control 
insurance mandate was rolled back. The future of Title X, part 
of Nixon’s legacy, is at risk. The Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Program is being cut. Comprehensive sex ed is being replaced 
by abstinence-only curriculums. As Erica Sackin from Planned 
Parenthood noted, “The Trump-Pence administration is undermin-
ing the nation’s program for affordable birth control that 4 million 
people rely on. They have stacked this administration with peo-
ple who are far outside the mainstream, and who believe abortion 
should be criminalized and that women shouldn’t be using birth 
control. Right now our country is at a 30-year low for unin-
tended pregnancy, because of expanded access to birth control 
and sex education. This administration is trying to take all of that 
away.”

There shouldn’t be a debate here — this is common sense. 
Accessible and affordable contraception reduces unplanned preg-
nancies, which leads to lower abortion rates. Rima Cohen, a 
former Obama HHS official observed, “Family-planning services 
are a key part of preventive health. There is strong scientific 
evidence that increased access to affordable contraception leads 
to a reduction in unintended pregnancies and healthier and more 
economically secure mothers and families.” And Americans 
remain staunchly and consistently pro-choice. In recent polling, 
75 percent of voters strongly agreed that everyone must have the 
freedom to decide whether and when to become a parent.

Perhaps this isn’t an argument about “ life.” If it were, the far right 
would be preventing unwanted pregnancies, not creating obsta-
cles to contraception or recommending the death penalty for 
women. If it were about protecting babies and children, the far 
right would be investing in postnatal care and WIC and CHIP, 
not calling for cuts to those programs. Rather, anti-choice politics 
have become an indication of a broader political and cultural ide-
ology — one that keeps women out of the public sphere and posi-
tions of power. Access to abortion care and contraception both 
conflict with this worldview. As the ruling in Planned Parenthood 
v. Casey affirmed, “The ability of women to participate equally 
in the economic and social life of the Nation has been facilitated 
by their ability to control their reproductive lives.” Reproductive 
freedom allows women to control their own sexuality and lives, 
which for many seems a dangerous proposition.

 
Dawn Huckelbridge is the director of the Women’s Rights Initiative at American Bridge.  
She has a Master’s degree in gender and social policy from the London School of Economics 
and Political Science.
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Explore the policies in motion,
the people behind them, 
and the impact on all of us.

How the administration is undermining health and rights

Title X Gag Rule

4M could lose access to affordable birth control, STD testing, 
cancer screenings, and more.

The Trump-Pence administration has issued a gag rule that would 
severely restrict Title X— which is the federal program that gives 
grants to health care providers for free and low-cost birth control, 
contraception education, STD tests, breast and cervical cancer  
screenings, and other preventive reproductive care.

The gag rule says Title X grants can’t go to clinicians who tell  
their patients how they can safely and legally access abortion  
(even if patients ask and even if a pregnancy threatens their health).  
The gag rule also takes grants away from health centers that  
separately provide abortion — like Planned Parenthood.

If enacted, the gag rule would keep the 4 million people with low 
incomes who rely on Title X from being able to get full and  
accurate information from their clinicians. The gag rule also would 
block them from getting preventive care at Planned Parenthood  
health centers.

“Tracking Trump,” Planned Parenthood, plannedparenthoodaction.org/tracking-trump/player/donald-trump (accessed October 18, 2019).
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